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laboured would justify the augmentation of their inadequate
earnings by an allowance from public funds. Under depart-
mental regulations issued by Dr. Addison in 1919, an ex-
chequer grant was made available to a voluntary association
in each county on behalf of blind workshop employees and
blind homeworkers—including pianoforte-tuners—whose
goods and services were thus provided with an organized
market for practically the first time.
The unemployable blind were also affected by these 1919
regulations: for the voluntary county associations received a
grant for each blind person they succeeded in registering and
for each home teacher they employed. Registration has taught
us the proportions of the problem: we know now that the
unemployable blind are at least four times as numerous as the
employable. And insistence on the home teacher's possession
of a recognised professional diploma helped to transform her
from a comforter in affliction to a general welfare visitor and
a teacher of pastime occupations.
Such few of the unemployable blind as happened previously
to have been in insurable employment were by now becoming
entitled to disablement benefit. But this touched only the
fringe of their financial problem. The blind persons act was
therefore passed in 1920.
This made the state old-age pension available to the blind
at fifty instead of seventy, subject to the same income-limit
as with the ordinary non-contributory pension. Nor was this
all. For counties and county boroughs were compelled to sub-
mit schemes for making additional provision for the welfare
of the blind. They might, for instance, bring up the blind
person's pension to some agreed figure by gf anting domiciliary
assistance out of the rates, through a blind persons' welfare
committee, thus removing all justification for blind mendic-
ancy and pauperism. They migKt make grants to local
voluntary organizations. And they might arrange for the
homes of the blind to be visited by the county registration
association's home teacher or by a health visitor of their own.
Under the local government act of 1929 the government

